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38,  Holly  Walk, 

Leamington  Spa. 

3rd  July,  1962. 

To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report 
upon  the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  1961.  The 
official  statistics  reveal  that  your  population  now  includes 
more  than  two  thousand  extra  persons  and  that  less  than 
one  sixth  of  this  number  can  be  accounted  for  by  natural 
increase  i.e.  by  excess  of  births  over  deaths.  Consequently 
the  construction  of  new  houses  during  the  year  will  not  have 
made  the  same  contribution  to  improving  standards  of 
accommodation  as  would  have  occurred  in  a  static  population. 
Last  year  Leamington  Borough  had  the  highest  birth  rate 
in  all  Warwickshire  ;  this  year’s  figures  are  only  below  those 
for  1960  by  decimal  points. 

The  health  committee  may  this  year  regard  a  satis¬ 
factory  score  on  the  target  of  unfit  housing.  Confirmation 
was  received  of  four  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase 
orders.  Houses  closed  or  demolished  since  November  1955 
number  close  upon  six  hundred  and  fifty  ;  more  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty  houses  still  standing  are  subject  to  existing 
clearance  or  demolition  orders.  Unfit  sections  of  over  fifty 
further  dwellings  have  also  been  made  subject  to  closing 
orders  ;  in  several  instances  legal  proceedings  were  success¬ 
fully  taken  where  reletting  had  occurred  in  contravention 
of  effective  closing  orders.  Of  an  approximate  total  of  one 
thousand  substandard  dwellings  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
major  part  of  the  task  has  been  achieved  with  surprisingly 
little  opposition. 

It  is  to  be  wished  that  the  same  public  acceptance  and 
awareness  could  be  met  in  the  important  duty  of  removing 
from  the  atmosphere  unnecessary  pollution  with  material 
which  is  detrimental  to  health.  The  Clean  Air  Act  1956  has 
pointed  the  way  and  given  the  powers  but  for  once  legislation 
has  run  in  advance  of  public  opinion.  Many  citizens  who 
would  not  for  one  moment  tolerate  official  failure  to  act 
in  relation  to  known  pollutions  of  food  or  water  appear 
little  concerned  that  no  effective  progress  is  now  being 
made  in  the  control  of  low  level  smoke  emissions  from 
thousands  of  domestic  chimneys  all  over  the  borough.  In 
addition  to  the  bituminous  coal  being  burnt  inefficiently 
and  wastefully  in  the  existing  homes  hundreds  of  new 
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houses  are  occupied  annually  which  will  add  to  the  pollution 
each  year.  Moreover  with  rising  prosperity  one  may  expect 
to  find  increased  consumption  of  fuel  generally.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  a  matter  for  regret  that  this  report  cannot  record  that 
Leamington  has  kept  up  its  earlier  impetus  in  the  attack 
upon  this  great  social  evil. 

Your  officers  have  again  been  active  in  questions  of 
food  hygiene,  but  cannot  say  that  five  years  acquaintance 
with  the  regulations  have  made  the  food  trades  more  hygiene 
conscious.  There  are  a  few  firms  whose  practice  goes  well  in 
advance  of  the  standard  code  but  it  is  no  feather  in  the  cap  of 
a  regional  shopping  centre  if  every  fifteen  official  inspections 
result  in  one  written  warning  of  contraventions  of  a  modest, 
average  standard  of  requirements.  Mouldy  food  is  too  often 
sold  to  customers.  The  reports  of  your  analyst  seldom  reveal 
actual  adulteration  of  food  but  there  is  a  noticeable  tendency 
to  mark  goods  with  misleading  labels  which  suggest  the 
presence  of  expensive  and  choice  constituents  may  be  more 
than  the  actual  content  of  a  small  percentage  only. 

In  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  valuable  report 
it  is  shown  that  of  five  applications  for  prior  approval  of 
new  combustion  appliances,  three  required  substantial 
amendment.  The  passing  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  prevents  the 
installation  of  inadequate  apparatus  which  is  almost  certain 
to  give  rise  to  industrial  smoke  nuisances.  His  report  includes 
a  contribution  from  Mr.  W.  M.  Lewis,  analyst  to  the  War¬ 
wickshire  Clean  Air  Council,  to  whom  we  are  again  indebted 
for  a  popular  presentation  in  readable  words  of  the  meaning 
behind  bare  figures.  The  department  has  also  wrestled,  not 
always  obtaining  a  decisive  “  hold,”  with  various  com¬ 
plaints  tendered  for  investigation  under  the  new  powers 
conferred  by  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960. 

The  inability  to  attract  to  the  staff  a  rodent  operator 
for  so  long  led  to  another  increase  in  population,  but  this 
time  of  rats.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  restore  the  position. 

The  members  of  the  Council  have  again  been  most  kind 
and  interested  in  my  work  and  I  have  received  all  possible 
co-operation  and  courtesy  from  my  colleagues  in  official 
posts.  I  have  therefore  pleasure  in  recording  my  thanks  to 
all  concerned. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LIVINGSTONE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa 


A.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


*  Population  (estimated)  Mid-year,  1961 
Area  of  Borough 
Public  open  spaces 
Product  of  Id.  rate 


...  42,500 

2,875  acres 
126.42  acres 
...  £2,690 


Total  number  of  permanent  dwellinghouses  and 
flats  on  31/3/1961  .  . 

Birth  Rate  (Crude) 

Birth  Rate  (Corrected) 

Still  Birth  Rate — Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

Death  Rate  (Crude) 

Death  Rate  (Corrected) 

Deaths  from  Diseases  and  j  From  Sepsis 

Accidents  of  Pregnancy  and  )  , ,  other  causes 

Child-birth 


12,207 

20.6 

19.4 

17.9 

11.7 

11.2 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  26.2 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26.9 


Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20.8 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  (all  ages)  ...  — 


This  year  births  approached  the  900  mark  and  the  death  rate  was 
low.  Births  exceeded  deaths  by  379  and  the  rise  in  total  population 
was  2,440. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  unchanged.  Eight  deaths  arose  by 
suicide  and  the  loss  of  life  by  motor  accidents  was  6.  Tuberculosis 
again  killed  only  3  people.  Accidents,  other  than  those  due  to  motor 
vehicles  caused  16  deaths. 

*This  estimate  is  actually  less  than  the  published  figure  revealed 
at  the  1961  census.  This  will  explain  the  apparent  discrepancy  in 
Section  C  paragraph  5  of  this  report  in  regard  to  the  number  of  con¬ 
sumers  supplied  by  your  water  undertaking  within  the  borough. 
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£,  LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  (WARWICKSHIRE 

COUNTY  COUNCIL) 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — The  following  Centres  are  held 
within  the  Borough  : — 

4,  Hamilton  Terrace  ...  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  2  p.m. 

*Rear  of  Radcliffe 

Gardens  Flats, 

Brunswick  Street  ...  Wednesdays,  2  p.m. 

Crown  Way,  Lillington  ...  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  2  p.m. 

*Will  be  transferred  to  the  Community  Centre,  Kings  way,  as 

from  8/8/62. 

Local  enquiries  regarding  Home  Help,  After-care,  Health 
Visiting,  Domiciliary  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Services  to 
Area  Health  Office,  38,  Holly  Walk,  Leamington  Spa  (’Phone 
27284-/5).  National  Welfare  Foods  are  distributed  at  numer¬ 
ous  official  and  voluntary  distribution  points  in  the  Borough. 
Details  of  these  have  been  publicly  advertised  and  are  made 
known  to  those  attending  welfare  centres. 

Ambulance  facilities. — The  County  Council  has  opened 
a  new  Depot  at  Montague  Road,  Warwick  (Telephone  No. 
Warwick  42386).  This  also  serves  the  Borough  of  Royal 
Leamington  Spa. 

Hospital  services. — Maternity  cases  are  admitted  to  the 
Cay  Block  of  the  Warneford  Hospital.  Tuberculosis  patients 
may  be  admitted  at  Hertford  Hill  Sanatorium  and  mental 
illness  is  treated  at  the  Central  Hospital,  Hatton.  Some  beds 
for  geriatric  and  chronic  patients  are  available  at  the  Heath- 
cote  hospital,  formerly  an  isolation  hospital. 

C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water. — The  town’s  water  is  taken  in  part  from  deep 
wells  or  boreholes  and  in  part  by  abstraction  from  the  River 
Learn.  River  water  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  and  frequent 
analyses  are  made.  Bulk  supplies  are  also  sold  to  the  War¬ 
wick  and  Southam  Rural  District  Councils.  The  new  im¬ 
pounding  reservoir  was  opened  by  Viscount  Jellicoe  at  a 
ceremony  held  on  19th  October,  1961. 

1.  The  waters  are  of  good  quality  and  hard.  Iron 
deposits  or  tastes  due  to  algae  have  been  avoided  by  special 
measures.  The  new  reservoir  permits  the  abstraction  of 
water  from  the  River  Learn  during  times  of  ample  flow  so 
that  it  may  be  stored  until  needed. 
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2.  Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  of  the  raw 
and  filtered  river  waters  weekly.  Bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  of  the  well  waters  are  not  made  before  chlorination  and 
all  tests  have  been  satisfactory.  Chemical  analysis  is  made 
of  all  well  water  monthly  and  of  the  raw  and  filtered  river 
water  weekly.  A  specimen  analysis  will  follow  later  in  this 
section. 

3.  The  water  is  not  plumho-solvent  and  contains  no 
excess  of  any  metallic  element. 

4.  Chlorination  plants,  installed  at  sources  of  supply, 
have  operated  satisfactorily.  Mo  contamination  has  been 
reported.  After  repairs  mains  are  isolated,  sterilized  and 
flushed  out. 

5.  12,242  houses  in  the  town  now  have  an  internal 
piped  supply  serving  43,204  persons.  This  leaves  only  52 
persons  resident  in  8  houses  without  a  satisfactory  internal 
supply  of  water. 

WILLES  MEADOW  PUMPING  STATION 
AND  RESERVOIR 

Construction  was  started  in  July  1959  and  the  work 
was  substantially  completed  two  years  after  that  date. 

The  reservoir  has  a  top  water  area  of  6.6  acres  and  is 
330  yards  long  and  120  yards  wide,  and  at  17ft.  depth  of 
water  it  contains  twenty-five  million  gallons. 

The  embankment  is  over  half  a  mile  long  and  is  10ft. 
wide  at  the  crest,  80ft.  wide  at  ground  level  and  14ft.  high. 

About  50,000  cubic  yards  of  material  were  excavated 
from  the  borrow  pit  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  to  make 
the  banks,  and  about  40,000  cubic  yards  were  excavated 
from  the  bowl  of  the  reservoir. 

A  steel  pile  cut-off  wall  driven  round  the  perimeter  of 
the  site  used  about  2,000  tons  of  steel,  and  nearly  4J  miles 
of  vertical  “  sand  ”  drains  have  been  driven  in  2,000  holes 
in  the  ground  under  the  embankment. 

The  pumphouse  is  built  over  two  reinforced  concrete 
chambers  containing  two  low-lift  pumps  taking  water  from 
the  river  into  the  reservoir,  and  three  high-lift  pumps  taking 
water  from  the  reservoir  to  the  treatment  plant  at  Campion 
Terrace.  Each  of  the  low-lift  pumps  has  a  capacity  of  180,000 
gallons  per  hour  and  they  deliver  water  through  300  yards 
of  24  inch  cast  iron  main  to  the  eastern  end  of  the  reservoir. 
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Each  of  the  high-lift  pumps  has  a  capacity  of  70,000  gallons 
per  hour  and  delivers  water  through  half  a  mile  of  15in.  cast 
iron  main  to  Campion  Terrace  Waterworks. 

The  rate  of  abstraction  of  river  water  by  the  low-lift 
pumps  is  automatically  controlled  by  means  of  signals 
received  via  a  cable  from  a  gauging  station  at  Princes  Drive 
and  from  the  Mill  Weir  Pumping  Station  which  will  still 
be  used  for  the  distribution  of  raw  water  for  industrial  and 
horticultural  purposes. 

The  cost  of  the  work  is  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  pounds. 

The  works  were  designed  by  Sir  Herbert  Humphries  and 
McDonald,  Consulting  Engineers,  in  association  with  the 
Borough  and  Waterworks  Engineer,  Mr.  C.  O.  Innes  Jones, 
and  the  principal  Contractors  and  Suppliers  of  plant  were  : — 

Reservoir,  Intake  Works  and  Pumphouse  :  Sir  Alfred 
Me  Alpine  &  Son  Ltd. 

High  and  Low  Lift  Pumps  :  Sulzer  Bros.  (London)  Ltd. 

Motors  and  Switchgear  :  Laurence  Scott  Electromotors 
Ltd. 

Control  Gear  :  George  Kent  Ltd. 

Screens  :  Bracketts  Ltd. 

Pipes  :  Stanton  Ironworks  Ltd. 

Valves  :  Glenfield  &  Kennedy  Ltd. 

Asphalt  Linings  to  Reservoir  :  Road  Surfacing  Co.  Ltd. 
Chlorination  Plant  :  Candy  Filter  Co.  Ltd. 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  RIVER  WATERS 

Water  analysis  results  expressed  in  parts  per  million. 
Received  on  :  14th  June,  1961. 

From :  C.  O.  Innes  Jones,  Esq. 

Description  :  U.F.C.  880.  Unfiltered  River  Water. 

F.C.  880.  Filtered  River  Water. 

U.F.C.  F.C. 

Appearance  :  U.F.C.  Slightly  yellow,  turbid,  some  large 

particles. 

F.C.  Slightly  yellow,  turbid,  few  small 
particles. 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ... 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  ... 
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0.06 

0.53 


0.02 

0.35 


Chlorine  in  Chlorides  . . . 

•  •  • 

34.5 

39.5 

N  itrate  N  itrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  perman- 

0.9 

0.9 

ganate  at  27°  C.  in  4 

hours 

3.1 

2.0 

Total  Solids  dried  at  100° 

C.  ... 

835 

835 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

... 

0.05 

Absent. 

pH 

...  ... 

•  •  • 

7.68 

7.39 

Free  Chlorine 

•  •  • 

0.04 

— 

Temporary 

•  •  • 

197 

180 

Hardness  ■ 

Permanent 

•  •  • 

348 

360 

.  Total 

•  •  » 

545 

540 

Radioactivity  ... 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Lead 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

Absent. 

Absent. 

Copper  and  Zinc 

Less  than 

0.05 

0.05 

Dissolved  Carbon  Dioxide 

15.0 

25.5 

Alkalinity  as  Carbonate 

•  •  • 

144.0 

160.5 

Date  :  14th  June,  1961  at  10  a.m. 

Rate  of  Filtration  :  75,000  gallons  per  hour. 

Position  at  which  taken  :  Chlorinator  House. 

Alumina  Dose  :  2.31  grains  per  gallon. 

Copper  Sulphate  :  0.37  parts  per  million. 

Whether  or  not  dosed  with  Chlorine  :  Yes,  5.0  lbs.  per  hour. 

Residual  Chlorine  present  at  outlet  to  settling  tank  :  0.80 
p.p.m. 

S02  Dose  :  After  filtration.  .15  lbs. /per  hour. 

Chlorine  residual,  immediate  :  .40  p.p.m. 

Chlorine  residual  after  20  mins.  :  .30  p.p.m. 

Final  =  .30  P.P.M. 

Remarks  : 

River  Flow  2.5in.  at  Mill  Weir  slightly  discoloured 
due  to  heavy  rain. 

Hazen  Raw  =  50A.  Treated  =  5A  Units. 

Temperature  =  58°  F.  Taste  good.  Very  slight 
vegetable  taste. 

Notes  :  Samples  collected  from  No.  1  Service  Reservoir 
Tanks  1  and  2. 

[Signed)  Bostock,  Hill  &  Rigby, 

Public  Analysts. 
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2.  Amount  of  Water  pumped  in  1960  : — 


Corporation  Source 

Gallons 

From  Campion  Terrace  ... 

•  •  . 

49,640,000 

,,  Lillington 

•  •  • 

109,106,000 

,,  Brewery  Well 

•  .  • 

Nil. 

,,  Leicester  Lane 

•  •  • 

32,420,000 

,,  River  (filtered) 

•  •  • 

701,814,000 

,,  River  (unfiltered)  ... 

82,904,000 

Other  Authorities 

Gallons 

Taken  from  Warwick  R.D.C. 

.  .  . 

Nil. 

Water  supplied  to  Warwick  R.D.C. 

49,320,000 

Water  supplied  to  Southam  R.D.C. 

133,622,000 

Water  supplied  to  Warwick  M.B.C. 

36,742,000 

3.  Daily  consumption  of  Town  Water 
head  •  ©  •  •••  •  •  *  •  •  • 

per 

42.67 

River  Water  supplied  to  Residents 
head  *  *  *  •  • #  •  •  *  ©  ©  © 

per 

5.63 

River  Water  supplied  annually  to  Railway 
Companies  ...  ...  ...  ... 

11,434,000 

Swimming  Baths. — The  purification  plant  has  operated 
satisfactorily  and  analyses  were  made  from  time  to  time. 

Total  number  of  swimmers  (1961) 

•  •  • 

233,541 

Weekly  average  (summer) 

•  •  • 

5,764 

„  (winter)  ... 

•  »  • 

3,558 

In  view  of  the  increasing  popularity  of  the  baths  and  the 
consequent  pressure  on  changing  facilities,  there  have  been 
consultations  with  the  Spa  Manager  followed  by  measures 
designed  to  reduce  the  spread  of  Verruca  Plantaris  and 
fungus  infections  of  the  feet  (Athlete’s  foot). 

Scavenging. — The  destructor  plant  handled  this  year 
13,343  tons  of  refuse  as  compared  with  13,237  in  1960.  A 
regular  weekly  collection  for  private  householders  has  been 
maintained. 
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F.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Incidence  of  Major  Infectious  Diseases  since  1954 
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1960 
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49 
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20 
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8 

1961 

— 

13 

— 

13 

— 

1 

Dipththeria. 

— Ten 

years 

have 

now  passed  without 

notified  case  of  Diphtheria.  This  is  a  remarkable  tribute  to 
the  value  of  the  work  done  by  pioneers  in  this  field.  However 
it  means  that  there  will  be  fewer  people  in  the  community 
who  are  able  to  acquire  natural  immunity  without  developing 
the  disease.  Thus  prudent  parents  will  have  all  their  children 
immunized  at  the  earliest  suitable  moment.  Recent  out¬ 
breaks  have  proved  that  Diphtheria  has  lost  none  of  its 
power  to  kill  and  that  an  epidemic  can  easily  break  out 
whenever  a  number  of  children  have  been  left  without  this 
protection.  Those  who  ignore  both  professional  advice  and 
the  lessons  of  history  may  have  to  pay  a  bitter  penalty. 

Whooping  Cough. — The  year’s  total  has  fallen  as  low 
as  seven  notifications.  Only  three  of  the  children  affected 
were  under  five  years  of  age.  This  fact  underlines  the  success 
of  the  local  health  authority’s  immunization  campaign 
which  aims  either  at  prevention  or 

(a)  at  postponing  to  later  childhood  the  onset  of 
inevitable  infection  and 

(b)  modifying  the  severity  of  attacks  in  those 
children  who  have  not  been  completely  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  vaccine. 
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Pneumonia. — This  total  was  the  lowest  recorded  in  a 
number  of  years. 

Smallpox. — Last  year  the  report  described  an  incident 
of  suspected  smallpox  which  was  unconfirmed.  Towards  the 
end  of  December  1961  a  case  of  confirmed  oriental  smallpox 
was  reported  from  the  Wolverhampton  area.  The  patient,  a 
Pakistani  immigrant,  had  attended  a  film  club  performance 
at  a  Darlaston  cinema.  Several  of  the  club  members  had 
registered  addresses  in  Leamington  Spa  but  it  was  uncertain 
how  many  had  attended  this  performance  and  so  become 
contacts.  The  public  health  inspectors  made  prompt  and 
diligent  inquiries  into  the  matter.  Press  publicity  led  to  a 
public  clamour  for  adult  vaccination. 

Poliomyelitis. — After  the  activity  of  last  year  it  is 
pleasant  to  report  that  no  case  occurred  during  the  year 
under  review.  The  local  health  authorit}^  intends  to  introduce 
the  new  oral  vaccine  (Sabin)  during  1962  but  a  high  level  of 
acceptance  to  injectable  Salk  vaccine  already  exists. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Tuberculosis 


Age 

New 

Cases 

Transh 

Dist 

;rs  into 
rict 

De? 

iths 

Pul- 

Non- 

Pul- 

Non- 

Pul- 

Non- 

Periods 

monary 

Pul. 

monary 

Pi 

ll. 

men 

ary 

Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1-5 

5-10 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

16-20 

1 

1 

20-25 

1 

3 

25-35 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

6 

— 

■ — 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

1 

45-55 

1 

1 

55-65 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

- - 

- — 

65  & 
upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

8 

8 

— 

1 

7 

10 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— . 

11 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Cases 

26 

40 

45 

43 

42 

38 

65 

Deaths  . . . 

23 

22 

17 

22 

19 

11 

24 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Cases 

25 

46 

42 

30 

53 

68 

57 

Deaths  ... 

26 

18 

6 

12 

4 

4 

6 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Cases 

73 

98 

57 

66 

54 

46 

36 

Deaths  . . . 

6 

5 

4 

2 

2 

2 

3 

12  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  admitted  for  treatment 
at  a  Sanatorium  and  13  were  discharged. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  steady  population  growth,  the 
increased  immigration  of  foreigners  and  a  revival  in  the 
multiple  occupation  of  houses,  these  figures  are  not  un¬ 
satisfactory.  The  numbers  of  new  cases  formed  only  an 
approximate  half  of  the  total  notifications  and  the  deaths 
were  at  one  of  the  lowest  recorded  levels. 

The  Miniature  Mass  Radiography  Unit  again  made 
regular  visits  to  Hamilton  House,  on  the  third  Monday  of 
each  month  and  examined  patients  referred  for  investigation 
by  local  doctors.  The  Medical  Director  of  this  Unit  has 
reported  that  one  case  of  Tuberculosis  was  thus  discovered. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 

Where  elderly,  sick  or  infirm  persons  are  found  to  be  living  in 
neglected  and  insanitary  conditions  and  are  not  obtaining  proper  care 
or  attention  the  Council  has  authorised  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
take  action  on  its  behalf  by  application  before  a  magistrate  or  a  court  of 
summary  jurisdiction  for  the  removal  of  the  said  person  to  a  hospital 
or  institution. 

From  time  to  time  the  Council  is  called  upon  to  arrange  for  the 
burial  of  the  dead  and  this  action,  under  the  powers  of  Section  50,  has 
been  entrusted  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Case  No.  1.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T - .  An  elderly  couple,  both  over 

80,  were  reported  by  a  neighbour  as  living  in  dirty  conditions.  A  visit 
was  made  at  which  it  was  apparent  that  the  old  lady  was  confused  and 
incontinent  due  to  faecal  impaction  and  constipation.  Her  husband  was 
unable  to  care  for  her  adequately.  The  house  was  dilapidated,  dirty  and 
in  a  squalid  condition  of  neglect  :  there  was  a  heavy  flea  infestation. 
After  consultation  with  the  medical  attendant,  medical  certificates 
were  taken  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  the  couple  were  removed 
the  same  day  to  welfare  accommodation  upon  his  order  dated  22nd 
September,  1961.  Dietary  and  other  treatment  was  commenced  for 
their  chronic  malnutrition  and  scurvy.  The  procedure  of  the  1947  Act 
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Section  47  was  completed  in  court  on  9th  October.  Meanwhile  two  home 
helps  had  worked  for  three  complete  days  cleansing  the  premises  and 
discarding  rubbish  and  dirty  clothing.  Health  Inspectors  disinfected 
the  premises  against  their  return  and  offers  were  made  by  local  rotary 
and  youth  clubs  to  help  in  redecoration.  However  the  old  lady’s  state 
of  health  declined  and  it  was  necessary  to  seek  a  varying  order  for  her 
removal  to  Warwick  Hospital.  She  died  there  on  9th  November,  1961 
of  a  massive  pulmonary  embolism  due  to  migration  to  the  lungs  of  a 
blood  clot  dislodged  from  thrombosis  of  a  large  vein  in  her  thigh. 
Raised  blood  pressure  had  contributed  to  her  confusion  and  bedridden 
state  but  was  not  itself  a  primary  cause  of  death.  Mr.  T.  decided  to 
give  up  the  tenancy  of  his  home  and  remained  in  Lakin  House,  Warwick, 
where  he  had  settled  comfortably. 

MORTUARY 

Part-time  attendant  is  Mr.  H.  Barnett.  168  bodies  were 
received  for  post  mortem  examination.  This  volume  of  work, 
much  of  it  at  weekends  and  public  holidays,  requires  enlarge¬ 
ment  and  improvement  of  the  present  cramped  premises 
which  form  only  a  small  corner  of  the  old  Fire  Station. 

FOOD  AMD  DRUGS 

Milk.- — One  sample  of  pasteurized  milk  failed  to  pass 
the  phosphatase  test  of  heat  treatment  being  a  sample  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurized)  milk.  Eleven  out  of  113 
samples  failed  the  test  of  good  keeping  quality.  As  regards 
raw  T.T.  milk,  failures  in  the  methylene  blue  test  occurred  in 
two  out  of  8  samples. 

Ice  Cream. — Out  of  144  samples,  138  were  in  the  upper 
two  or  satisfactory  grades.  Two  of  the  6  less  satisfactory  ice 
creams  were  taken  from  itinerant  vendors  registered  outside 
the  Borough. 

Contraventions. — Six  prosecutions  were  authorized  and 
in  five  of  these  cases  fines  were  imposed  for  offences  under 
Section  2  of  the  Act. 

In  addition  one  summons  was  successfully  taken  for  an 
offence  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955.  Details 
of  this  are  given  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  else¬ 
where. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
SECTION  31 

Tuberculous  Milk  Investigations.— No  Routine  Milk 
samples  were  submitted  for  Biological  Examination  during 
the  Year  1961. 
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HOUSING,  1961 

Number  of  houses  built  in  town  during  1961  : — 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  147 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise .  147 

The  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Corporation  is  3,416 
The  number  of  Prefabricated  Bungalows  is  ...  113 

In  accordance  with  the  scheme  of  allocation  made  by 
the  Housing  Committee  and  approved  by  the  Council, 
applications  for  municipal  tenancies  are  referred  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  investigation  where  evidence 
has  been  submitted  in  support  of  claims  for  priority  upon 
health  grounds.  Assistance  has  been  afforded  by  doctors 
both  in  general  and  in  hospital  practice  in  the  investigation 
of  these  claims.  In  all  appropriate  cases  recommendations 
for  priority  are  made  by  the  numerical  points  grading  system 
in  accordance  with  the  general  principles  laid  down  by  the 
Committee.  These  ensure  that  recommendations  are  re¬ 
stricted  to  a  number  such  that  action  can  be  taken  to  re¬ 
house  priority  applicants  within  a  reasonably  short  space  of 
time.  In  the  course  of  rehousing  it  is  often  necessary  to 
allot  tenancies  of  old  houses  acquired  by  the  corporation  for 
future  redevelopment.  So  as  to  avoid  anomalies  and  adverse 
comparisons  with  private  operations  there  is  co-operation 
and  an  exchange  of  views  between  Housing  and  Health 
Departments  before  such  lettings  so  that  steps  may  be 
taken  to  rectify  defects  seriously  prejudicial  to  health  or  to 
prevent  letting  of  premises  where  conditions  have  become 
too  bad  to  permit  of  improvement. 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1961 


Complaints. — The  number  of  complaints  received  during 
the  year  was  485,  an  increase  of  nearly  100  compared  with 
the  previous  year,  due  entirely  to  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  complaints  of  infestations  by  rats  and  mice  which  rose  to 
164.  This  was  caused  by  the  rapid  increase  in  the  rodent 
population  during  the  period  of  four  months  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  when  the  post  of  Rodent  Operative  was  vacant, 
and  during  the  last  eight  months  of  the  previous  year  when 
the  department  had  the  services  of  a  part-time  operative 
only.  For  the  first  time  for  several  years  the  number  of 
complaints  (68)  concerning  bad  housing  conditions  fell  below 
100.  This  may  be  as  a  result  of  the  clearance  programme  and 
the  service  of  Section  9  notices  on  sub-standard  houses  during 
the  last  five  years. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936  and  1961. — 57  informal  notices 
and  23  abatement  notices  were  served  under  these  acts,  the 
majority  of  which  were  to  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances 
due  to  housing  defects.  38  of  these  notices  and  some  which 
were  outstanding  from  the  previous  year  were  complied  with 
informally  and  34  were  complied  with  after  the  service  of 
formal  notices. 

Section  81,  Leamington  Corporation  Act,  1952. — 15 

notices  were  served  under  this  section  which  enables  the 
public  health  inspectors  to  require  owners,  by  notice,  to 
remove  obstructions  from  stopped  up  drains,  etc.,  within  48 
hours.  In  9  instances  the  work  was  carried  out  by  the  owner 
in  the  specified  time  and  in  6  it  was  done  by  the  Borough 
Engineer’s  Department  in  default.  In  October  the  service  of 
notices  under  this  section  was  discontinued  as  similar  pro¬ 
visions  were  enacted  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961. 

Summary  of  visits  and  inspections,  etc. : — 

Inspections  of  food  shops  and  premises 
Inspections  of  factories  ... 

Inspections  of  dairies 
Housing  inspections 
Visits  re  Rent  Act 
Housing  allocation  enquiries  ... 

Drainage  inspections 
Visits  re  offensive  accumulations 
Visits  re  Clean  Air  Act  ... 

Visits  re  rodent  control  ... 

Visits  in  relation  to  notifiable  infectious  diseases 


578 

66 

16 

1,521 

9 

65 

274 

18 

268 

259 

175 
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Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  362 

Ineffectual  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  298 

Visits  re  sampling  of  food,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  460 

Samples  of  food  and  drugs  taken  for  analysis  ...  145 

Samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  : — 

Ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  144 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  ...  ...  ...  168 

Water — Swimming  Bath  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Therapeutic  Pool  ...  ...  ...  22 

Paddling  Pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

HOUSING 


In  January,  a  Public  Inquiry  was  held  in  respect  of  St. 
John’s  Road  (No.  1)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  which  was 
confirmed  in  March.  In  the  same  month  confirmation  was 
received  in  respect  of  the  Portland  Road,  Tachbrook  Street 
(No.  1),  and  St.  John’s  Road  (No.  2)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders  and  the  Newbold  Place  Clearance  Area  was  repres¬ 
ented.  In  May,  the  Covent  Garden  Market  and  Scotland 
Place  (No.  2)  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  confirmed, 
followed  by  the  confirmation  of  the  Scotland  Place  (No.  1) 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  June. 

With  the  end  of  the  present  Slum  Clearance  Programme 
in  sight  efforts  are  now  being  made  to  speed  up  the  demolition 
or  closure  of  individual  unfit  houses,  but  it  should  be  em¬ 
phasized  that  considerably  more  time  is  needed  for  dealing 
with  single  houses  in  this  way  than  is  required  when  they  are 
included  in  clearance  areas,  due  to  the  fact  that  owners  nor¬ 
mally  ask  for  assistance  in  preparing  offers  of  works.  At  the 
same  time  groups  of  houses  are  being  inspected  with  a  view 
to  the  owners  being  requested  to  bring  them  up  to  reasonable 
standards  of  fitness  and  Section  9  notices  are  being  served  in 
suitable  cases.  This  should  result  in  preventing  many  of 
them  from  becoming  future  slums  with  the  consequent 
necessity  of  further  clearance  programmes.  In  both  instances 
the  work  involved  calls  for  properly  qualified  and  experienced 
staff  to  carry  out  the  detailed  inspections,  the  preparation  of 
schedules  of  repair,  and  the  subsequent  following-up  of  the 
actual  work  ;  otherwise  the  local  authority  could  be  involved 
in  expensive  and  time- wasting  litigation. 

Action  under  Section  42,  Housing  Act,  1957 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  official  repre¬ 
sentations  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  unfit  houses  in  respect  of  which  Clearance 

Orders  or  C. P.O.’s  were  confirmed  ...  ...  124 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 
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Action  under  Sections  16,  17  and  28,  Housing  Act,  1957 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  official  repre¬ 
sentations  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Number  of  demolition  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  48 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  closing  orders  replaced  by  demolition  orders  1 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  after  acceptance  of 

undertakings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Action  under  Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957 

Number  of  parts  of  buildings  in  respect  of  which 

official  representations  were  made  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  unfit  parts  of  buildings  made  fit  after 

acceptance  of  undertakings  ...  ...  ...  3 

Action  under  Section  3,  Housing  Subsidies  Act,  1956 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  certificates  of 

unfitness  have  been  given  ...  ...  ...  1 

Action  under  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1957 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  formal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(< a )  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

Houses-let-in-lodgings 

Number  of  notices  served  to  abate  overcrowding  ...  8 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  2 

Prosecutions 

Section  22(4),  Housing  Act,  1957 

For  permitting  persons  to  enter  into  occupation  of  three 
houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  had  become 
operative,  the  owners  were  fined  £5  each. 

ACTION  TAKE!  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS  SINCE 

3rd  NOVEMBER,  1955 

Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  617 

Houses  closed  (not  including  houses  now  demolished)  32 
Parts  of  buildings  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Houses  not  yet  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  ...  187 
Demolition  orders  made  but  houses  not  yet  demolished  85 
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RENT  ACT,  1957 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

1.  Number  of  applications  for  certificates...  ...  2 

2.  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ...  Nil 

3.  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  : — 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  ...  1 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  ...  ...  ...  2 

4.  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  ...  ...  Nil 

5.  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Auth¬ 

ority  under  proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First 

Schedule  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

6.  Number  of  certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  3 

Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

7.  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority 

for  cancellation  of  certificates  ...  ...  ...  3 

8.  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  1 

9.  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite 

of  tenants'  objection  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

10.  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  ...  3 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Sampling. — 145  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  who  certified  136  to  be  genuine 
and  9  not  genuine. 

A  sample  of  fried  hamburgers  with  gravy  was  reported  to 
contain  51%  meat,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Public 
Analyst  was  slightly  low.  A  letter  was  sent  to  the  manu¬ 
facturers  drawing  attention  to  the  deficiency,  who  replied 
stating  that  as  soon  as  agreement  was  reached  between  the 
Local  Authorities  Joint  Advisory  Committee  on  Food 
Standards  and  the  Food  Manufacturers  Federation,  they 
would  adjust  the  meat  content  to  the  agreed  standard. 

A  packet  of  raisins  was  reported  to  be  mite-infested  but 
when  the  shop  was  re-visited  in  order  to  obtain  a  formal 
sample,  it  was  found  that  the  remainder  of  the  stock  had 
been  withdrawn  and  destroyed. 

Six  samples  of  pork  sausages  were  reported  to  be  un¬ 
satisfactory  because  the  preservative  in  them  was  not 
declared.  Warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  offenders  and  the 
necessary  notices  were  exhibited.  One  of  these  samples 
contained  31%  lean  meat  and  34%  fat  meat.  Although  the 
total  meat  content  was  satisfactory  the  fat  should  not  exceed 
the  lean  meat. 

For  the  second  time  a  sample  of  “  sipits  "  was  reported 
to  be  unsatisfactory.  This  confection  consists  of  a  coloured 
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“  straw  ”  filled  with  sherbet  powder.  The  container,  which 
was  filled  with  sherbet,  on  this  occasion  consisted  of  coloured 
waxed  paper.  It  was  reported  to  contain  26  p.p.rn.  lead  and 
the  contents  contained  2  p.p.in.  As  on  the  previous  occasion, 
owing  to  the  seasonal  sale  of  this  product,  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  obtain  a  formal  follow-up  sample. 


Article 

In¬ 

formal 

Genuine 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Baby  Foods 

•  •  • 

8 

8 

Baking  Powder  ... 

.  .  • 

1 

1 

Beef  Suet 

1 

1 

Beverages 

10 

10 

Butter  and  margarine  ... 

3 

3 

Canned  cream 

1 

1 

Canned  fruit 

4 

4 

Canned  Meat  and  Meat  Paste 

4 

3 

1 

Cheese  and  Cheese  Spread 

4 

4 

Cochineal  Extract 

1 

1 

Condiments 

4 

4 

Custard  Powder  etc. 

3 

3 

Dried  Fruit 

12 

11 

1 

Fish 

1 

1 

Flavourings 

6 

6 

Flour 

1 

1 

Glauber’s  Salt 

2 

2 

Ground  Almonds  and  Marzipan 

4 

4 

Health  Foods 

6 

6 

Ice  Cream  Mix,  etc. 

3 

3 

Pearl  Barley 

2 

2 

Preservatives 

5 

5 

Proprietary  Medicines,  etc. 

4 

4 

Puddings  ... 

3 

3 

Rice 

1 

1 

Saccharin 

1 

1 

Sal  Volatile 

1 

I 

Sauce  and  Pickles,  etc. 

5 

5 

Sausages  ... 

11 

5 

6 

Soup 

4 

4 

Sugar 

3 

3 

Sugar  Confectionery 

10 

9 

1 

Table  Jellies  . 

3 

3 

Xc3-  •  •  ♦  •  •  •  °  •  • 

9 

9 

Vegetable  Steaks 

1 

1 

Wine 

•  •  • 

3 

3 
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Unsound  Food. — Quantities  and  descriptions  of  food 
found  to  be  unsound  and  surrendered  for  destruction  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Beef 

77 

lbs. 

Black  puddings 

70 

lbs. 

Butter  ... 

57 

lbs. 

Cheese  ... 

49 

lbs. 

Currants 

6 

lbs. 

Dried  figs 

30 

lbs. 

Fish  . 

154 

lbs. 

Frozen  eggs 

56 

lbs. 

Frozen  foods  ... 

...  500 

lbs. 

Game  ... 

36 

lbs. 

Mallow  creams 

612 

lbs. 

Rice 

...  100 

lbs. 

Sausage  rolls  ... 

28 

lbs. 

Miscellaneous  foods  ... 

9 

lbs. 

Miscellaneous  canned  foods 

...  1,274 

tins 

Reasons  for  condemnation  in  the  case  of  canned  foods 
were  blown,  holed  or  rusted  cans  ;  in  the  case  of  bottled 
food,  broken  glass  or  defective  caps  ;  in  other  cases,  con¬ 
tamination  or  decomposition. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. — 578  visits 
were  made  to  food  premises  resulting  in  38  letters  being  sent 
calling  attention  to  contraventions  of  the  regulations.  A 
high  proportion  of  these  letters  were  sent  to  newcomers  to 
the  food  trade,  but  many  of  the  well-established  traders  app¬ 
ear  to  be  unable  to  maintain  good  standards  unless  frequently 
reminded  of  the  provisions  of  the  regulations  by  regular  re¬ 
inspections.  It  is  disappointing  to  have  to  record  that 
observation  of  the  habits  of  both  shopkeepers  and  customers 
gives  the  impression  that  they  are  no  more  hygiene-conscious 
than  when  the  regulations  were  first  introduced  over  five 
years  ago,  and  it  is  obvious  that  any  slackening  of  the  present 
rate  of  routine  inspections  would  quickly  result  in  a  lowering 
of  the  present  standards. 

Food  Premises  subject  to  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 


Licensed  premises  .  71 

Hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Hostels  and  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  ...  ...  ...  42 

Church  Halls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 
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Places  of  Public  Entertainment,  etc.  ...  4 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Bakers  and  flour  confectioners  ...  ...  26 

Sugar  confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Fishmongers  and  Fish  friers  ...  ...  ...  20 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  30 

Chemists  ...  . .  17 

General  shops .  59 

Food  factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Factory  canteens  .  5 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Contraventions  remedied  in  Food  Premises,  etc. 

Cleanliness  of  equipment  ...  ...  ...  9 

Protection  for  open  food  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  13 

Personal  washing  facilities  ...  ...  ...  12 

Accommodation  for  clothing  ...  ...  3 

Facilities  for  washing  equipment  ...  ...  3 

Ventilation  of  food  rooms  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cleanliness  of  food  rooms  ...  ...  ...  14 

Accumulation  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  1 

Prosecutions 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 — Section  2 

1.  For  selling  a  mouldy  peach  flan  ;  fined  £5. 

2.  For  selling  a  packet  of  mouldy  puff  pastry  ;  fined  £10. 

3.  For  selling  a  packet  of  mouldy  puff  pastry  ;  fined  £10. 

4.  For  selling  a  mouldy  veal,  ham  and  egg  pie  ;  dismissed 

without  costs. 

5.  For  selling  a  block  of  chocolate  containing  a  metal  clip  ; 

fined  £5. 

6.  For  selling  a  mouldy  malt  loaf  ;  fined  £20. 

Food  Hygiene  ( General )  Regulations.  1960. 

For  failing  to  mark  conspicuously  an  ice-cream  vehicle  with 
the  name  and  address  of  the  person  carrying  on  the 
business  ;  fined  £3. 

Leamington  Corporation  Act,  1952 — Section  139. — This 
section  enables  the  Local  Authority  to  require  the  registra¬ 
tion  of  food  hawkers  and  their  premises.  Two  applications 
were  received  for  registration  and  both  were  approved. 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS, 

1960 


A  new  form  of  licence,  the  dealer’s  (pre-packed  milk) 
licence,  was  introduced  under  these  regulations.  All  dealers’ 
licences  issued  on  or  after  1st  January,  1961,  will  be  valid 
for  five  years  from  that  date  and  will  be  renewable  for  sub¬ 
sequent  quinquennial  periods.  The  new  licence  authorises, 
in  a  single  form  of  licence,  the  use  of  any  or  all  of  the  appro¬ 
priate  special  designations  where  the  milk  is  obtained  pre¬ 
packed  by  the  licensed  dealer.  65  such  licences  were  issued 
during  the  year  together  with  1  dealer’s  (pasteuriser’s) 
licence. 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  regularly  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  the  results  are  set  out  below  : — 


Designation 

No. 

Nature  of  Tests 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Phosphatase 

62 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

62 

Methylene 

Blue 

48 

5 

9 

Tuberculin 

Phosphatase 

72 

1 

- - 

Tested 

73 

Methylene 

(Pasteurised) 

Blue 

54 

6 

13 

Tuberculin 

Methylene 

Tested 

8 

Blue 

6 

2 

— 

Sterilised 

25 

Turbidity 

25 

— 

— 

During  the  year  13  samples  failed  to  pass  the  Metlrylene 
Blue  test  and  of  these  7  were  recorded  outside  the  period  1st 
May  to  31st  October.  The  majority  of  these  samples  were 
obtained  from  dealers  licensed  by  other  local  authorities. 
Letters  were  sent  to  the  licensing  authorities  giving  details 
of  the  samples.  One  sample  of  goats  milk  was  sent  for 
examination  and  satisfied  the  methylene  blue  test. 

ICE-CREAM 

One  of  the  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture,  sale 
and  storage  of  ice-cream  was  demolished,  leaving  only  four 
registered  premises,  three  of  which  are  still  in  use.  In  addition 
there  are  145  premises  registered  for  sale  and  storage  only. 
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Results  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  144  samples 
of  ice-cream  were  as  follows  : — 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


131 

7 

4 

9 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 


These  results,  although  showing  an  improvement  on  the 
previous  year,  are  still  far  from  satisfactory  in  that  six 
samples  failed  to  satisfy  the  methylene  blue  test.  This  year 
only  one  unsatisfactory  sample  was  obtained  from  a  foreign- 
born  trader,  whilst  two  were  obtained  from  itinerant  vendors 
from  another  district. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  TO  1959 

Enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  these  Acts  rests  with 
two  bodies,  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  the  Local  Authority, 
there  being  well-defined  duties  shared  by  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  and  by  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  Acts,  factories  are  classified  as 
follows  : — 

(i)  Factories  where  mechanical  power  is  not  used. 

(ii)  Factories  where  mechanical  power  is  used. 

(iii)  Other  premises  such  as  sites  of  building  operations, 

etc. 

The  following  tables  detail  the  work  done  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  during  the  year  : — 

1.  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Numt 

>er  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Factories  Class  (i) 

11 

4 

1 

Factories  Class  (ii) 

221 

41 

18 

Other  premises  ... 

18 

21 

— 

Total 

250 

66 

19 

23 


2.  DEFECTS  FOUND  AND  REMEDIED 


Particulars 

Defects 

Found 

Defects 

Remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  : — 

1 

1 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

22 

19 

8 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . . . 

I 

— 

— 

Total 

25 

21 

8 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Local  Authorities  may  grant  licences  to  suitable  persons 
to  keep  pet  shops  of  which  they  approve,  subject  to  specified 
conditions.  One  licence  was  issued  and  the  premises  were 
inspected  twice. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

368  inspections  of  properties  were  made  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  infestations  treated  were  as  under  : — 

Private  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  148 

Corporation  properties  ...  ...  4 

The  sewers  were  treated  twice  during  the  year.  During 
the  first  treatment,  commenced  in  May,  301  manholes  were 
baited  out  of  a  total  of  858  in  the  district  and  46  takes  were 
recorded.  In  October,  396  manholes  were  baited  and  104 
takes  were  recorded. 

As  mentioned  on  page  14  a  large  build-up  of  the  rodent 
population  took  place  owing  to  there  being  no  effective 
rodent  control  possible  for  part  of  the  year,  providing  proof, 
if  it  were  necessary,  of  the  value  of  regular  inspections  and 
treatments  by  an  experienced  operator. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Books  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  215 

Bundles  of  clothing  disinfected  ...  23 

Rooms  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  49 

Persons  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  8 

Wasps’  Nests  destroyed  ...  ...  11 
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MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926 

Regulations  made  under  this  Act  require  shopkeepers  to 
mark  certain  imported  goods  or  produce  with  an  indication 
of  origin.  The  manner  in  which  this  is  to  be  done  is  laid  down 
in  the  regulations.  Regular  visits  were  made,  particularly  to 
greengrocers  shops  during  the  local  tomato  season,  to  remind 
shopkeepers  of  the  requirements. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

The  Department  is  concerned  with  two  sections  of  this 
Act.  One,  whereby  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  can 
be  removed  to  suitable  accommodation,  and  the  other, 
which  lays  on  the  local  authority  the  duty  of  causing  to  be 
buried  or  cremated  the  body  of  any  person  who  has  died  or 
been  found  dead  in  their  area,  in  any  case  where  no  suitable 
arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  have  been  made. 
4  persons  were  buried  in  such  circumstances  during  the  year. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

Applications  for  prior  approval 

Five  applications  were  received  for  prior  approval  of 
new  boiler  installations.  Two  were  approved  as  submitted, 
two  were  approved  after  the  proposed  chimney  heights  had 
been  increased  and  one  was  approved  after  the  applicant 
agreed  to  install  overfire  air  jets  and  a  smoke  alarm. 

Notification  of  proposal  to  install  furnaces 

A  proposal  to  convert  six  Lancashire  coal  fired  boilers  to 
oil  firing  was  notified.  The  installation  was  of  a  standard 
which  would  have  received  prior  approval. 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

On  9th  January,  1961,  the  Borough  Council's  Health 
Committee  passed  recommendations  for  approval  by  the 
Council  in  the  following  terms  : — 

“  (1)  Smoke  Control  Order  No.  11. — The  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  reported  that  a  detailed  survey  had  now  been 
made  of  this  area  pending  the  receipt  of  the  provisional 
clearance  to  the  Council’s  proposals  from  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 
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RECOMMENDED  that 

(i)  on  receipt  of  the  provisional  clearance  to  the 
Council’s  proposals  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government,  the  Council  do  make  an 
Order  under  Section  11  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956 
entitled  “  Royal  Leamington  Spa  No.  11  Smoke 
Control  Order,  1961  ”  declaring  an  area  com¬ 
prising  approximately  120  acres  of  land  adjoining 
Smoke  Control  Area  No.  1  on  the  north  and  west 
sides  and  bounded  on  the  south  by  Rugby  Road 
and  Lillington  Avenue  and  on  the  east  by  Kenil¬ 
worth  Road,  to  be  a  smoke  control  area  ; 

(ii)  application  be  made  to  the  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  for  confirmation  of  the  said 
Order  and  the  Town  Clerk  be  empowered  to  take 
all  necessary  steps  to  obtain  such  confirmation. 

“  (2)  Proposed  Smoke  Control  Programme.— The  Chief  Pub¬ 
lic  Health  Inspector  reported  that  at  the  Public  nquiry 
regarding  Smoke  Control  Areas  5,  6,  7  and  8,  it  was 
stated  to  be  the  Council’s  policy  that  the  whole  town 
should  ultimately  be  smoke-controlled.  During  the 
inspection  of  the  areas,  the  Minister’s  Inspector  sug¬ 
gested  that  it  was  desirable  that  details  of  the  whole 
programme  should  be  made  available  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.  The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  had  prepared 
a  map  amending  slightly  the  previously  agreed  pro¬ 
gramme  and  extending  it  to  cover  the  whole  town  and 
this  was  produced  to  the  Committee. 

RECOMMENDED  that 

(i)  the  amended  programme  for  future  smoke  control 
orders  be  adopted  ; 

(ii)  a  copy  of  the  map  be  made  available  for  public 
inspection  at  the  offices  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector.” 

At  the  ensuing  Council  Meeting,  on  1st  February,  1961, 
the  report  of  the  Health  Committee  was  presented  to  the 
Council.  A  debate  ensued  on  an  amendment  to  refer  back 
the  Health  Committee’s  recommendation  “  with  an  intima¬ 
tion  of  the  Council’s  view  that  the  amount  of  air  pollution 
caused  in  this  Borough  by  domestic  chimneys  does  not 
justify  the  making  of  any  further  Smoke  Control  Orders  at 
the  present  time.” 
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Eleven  members  voted  for  this  amendment  and  fourteen 
against  and  it  was  accordingly  declared  lost.  (Several  mem¬ 
bers  abstained  because  of  a  deemed  financial  interest.  Had 
they  voted  the  amendment  would  have  been  carried). 

Considerable  publicity  was  given  to  the  matter  in  the 
local  press  and  a  volume  of  objection  was  voiced  to  the  clean 
air  programme  generally.  Statements  were  made  in  various 
quarters  as  to  the  non-availability  of  fuels  and  this  aspect 
was  very  thoroughly  explored  by  the  Town  Clerk,  who 
reported  to  the  Health  Committee  upon  the  effect  of  the 
meeting  at  Nuneaton  on  16th  February  between  members 
of  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council  and  the  fuel  suppliers 
and  the  evidence  adduced  there- — the  effect  of  which  was  to 
show  that  any  shortage  was  confined  to  the  premium-grade 
fuels  and  that  there  was  an  ample  supply  of  coke. 

The  general  feeling  on  the  part  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
Council  irrespective  of  party,  was  to  reverse  the  policy  for¬ 
merly  pursued,  and  at  the  next  General  Purposes  Committee 
held  on  1st  March,  1961  (the  matter  having  been  referred  to 
that  Committee  by  the  Health  Committee)  a  recommendation 
was  passed  to  rescind  the  report  of  9th  January  and  its 
adoption  on  1st  February.  The  further  recommendations 
of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  (later  adopted  by  the 
Council)  were  to  postpone  the  date  of  operation  of  Smoke 
Control  Orders  5,  6,  7  and  8  until  1st  November,  1963  ;  to 
ask  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  defer 
indefinitely  any  consideration  of  Orders  9,  10  and  11  ;  and 
that  the  Council  “  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  supply 
of  quality  smokeless  fuels  should  give  further  consideration 
to  the  whole  problem  before  these  or  any  new  Orders  are 
introduced.” 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  date  of  postponement, 
namely,  1st  November,  1963,  was  only  agreed  because  the 
Town  Clerk  had  advised  the  Council  that  by  the  terms  of 
paragraph  6  of  the  First  Schedule  to  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956 
it  was  only  competent  to  postpone  the  date  of  operation  of 
Orders  already  made  and  confirmed  (but  not  yet  operative) 
for  a  fixed  period.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  advice  the  general 
inclination  clearly  was  to  adjourn  indefinitely  any  imple¬ 
mentation  of  the  Smoke  Control  policy  formerly  endorsed  by 
the  Council. 

In  the  meantime  control  over  the  installation  of  new 
boilers  and  of  chimney  heights  should  be  helpful  in  preventing 
an  aggravation  of  the  existing  air  pollution  of  the  town. 
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Furthermore,  regular  checks  on  the  industrial  sources  of 
pollution  are  being  maintained. 

Mr.  Lewis,  the  Analyst  to  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air 
Council,  has  again  kindly  provided  his  annual  assessment  of 
the  state  of  pollution  in  the  borough,  which  was  presented  to 
the  Health  Committee  and  is  now  reproduced  here. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 
Review  of  Results  for  1961 

On  the  occasion  of  writing  one’s  Annual  Report  which 
I  have  been  requested  by  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
to  once  again  contribute,  it  is  essentially  an  occasion  to  take 
stock— mentally,  at  any  rate — of  one’s  profession,  to  con¬ 
sider  whether  or  not  it  is  adequately  fulfilling  its  function  in 
the  community.  When  one  is  normally  immersed  in  a  mass 
of  detailed  work,  both  technical  and  administrative,  it  is 
refreshing  and  salutary  to  devote  a  little  time  once  each  year 
to  the  philosophy  of  one’s  subject — or  at  least  a  part  of  it. 
I  am  additionally  honoured  at  being  given  such  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  and  trust  that  before  delving  into  the  mass  of  statistics 
which  of  necessity  must  be  tackled,  I  might  be  permitted  to 
digress  a  little  and  to  philosophize  as  an  introduction  to 
what  must  follow. 

George  Bernard  Shaw — wise  man  that  he  was — once 
proclaimed:  “  The  reasonable  man  adapts  himself  to  the 
world,  the  unreasonable  one  persists  in  trying  to  adapt  the 
world  to  himself.  Therefore  all  progress  depends  upon  the 
unreasonable  man.” 

In  attempting  the  public  duty  of  suppressing  the  pollu¬ 
tion,  both  industrial  and  domestic,  to  which  your  Royal 
Borough  is  subject,  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  may 
be  likened  to  G.B.S.’s  "  unreasonable  man.”  Many  press 
reports  unfortunately  confuse  the  interpretation  of  the  mass 
of  statistics  which  we  and  others  compile  relating  to  the  filth 
with  which  we  pollute  the  atmosphere. 

Atmospheric  pollution  in  varying  degrees  is  continuous 
throughout  the  year  but  because  of  varying  atmospheric 
conditions,  is  more  obvious  to  the  layman  in  winter  than  at 
other  times. 

Air  is  made  to  accept  the  gaseous  and  other  rubbish  of 
the  whole  of  society  but  unlike  our  rivers  it  fortunately 
possesses  two  degrees  of  freedom  and  the  pollutants  may  not 
always  be  readily  detectable.  Usually  following  a  peasoup 
fog,  or  in  modern  parlance  a  “  smog,”  public  attention  is 
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focussed  on  the  problem  by  the  public  press,  as  happened  in 
the  wellknown  “  incidents  ”  at  Liege  in  Belgium  and  Donora 
in  America  and  in  London  in  1952.  According  to  the  most 
reliable  information  some  50  per  cent,  of  the  population 
of  the  former  towns  were  confined  to  bed  for  several  days 
and  the  London  death  rate  increased  some  fourfold  following 
the  1952  smog. 

After  being  made  aware  of  such  startling  consequences 
of  atmospheric  pollution  on  the  health  of  the  populace,  it  is 
difficult  to  comprehend  why  the  average  citizen  just  shudders 
or  shrugs  his  shoulders  and  proceeds  to  keep  the  home  fires 
burning,  using  whatever  fuel  is  to  hand,  emulating  the  habits 
of  the  ostrich  in  the  fact  that  such  action  is  only  a  further 
contribution  to  the  problem.  Conservatism  will  long  remain 
a  factor  in  the  continuance  of  bituminous  coal  burning  in 
domestic  open  grates  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  perhaps 
practical  and  economic  difficulties  provide  some  excuse  for 
the  ordinary  citizen — what  other  excuses  are  there  ? 

Nevertheless,  it  is  well-established  within  our  own 
records — apart  from  those  Nationally  acquired,  that  coal 
burned  in  open  grates  contributes  mostly  to  the  smoke  pollu¬ 
tion  of  the  atmosphere  and  “  Much  Ado  about  Nothing  ” 
is  the  very  antithesis  of  thoughtful  and  we  hope  official 
reaction  to  this  problem. 

Admittedly  capital  expenditure  involved  in  eliminating 
the  nuisance  of  smoke  is  not  inconsiderable  but  when  one 
appreciates  that  the  United  States’  Public  Health  Service 
proposes  spending  eight  million  dollars  a  year  on  research  on 
the  effects  of  air  pollution  on  man,  which  is  only  one-quarter 
of  the  amount  annually  spent  by  them  on  air  pollution 
research.  How  much  more  beneficially  would  this  money  be 
spent  if  it  were  actually  to  eliminate  the  nuisance  entirely. 

The  wisdom  of  the  wise  and  the  experience  of  the  ages 
must  surely  influence  the  community  on  the  need  to  support 
your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  supporting  Com¬ 
mittee  in  their  endeavours  to  provide  a  local  atmosphere 
worthy  of  the  name  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa. 

Deposit  Gauges 

During  the  year  covered  by  this  review,  one  of  your 
instruments,  the  Deposit  Gauge  sited  at  Cubbington,  was 
removed  at  the  end  of  June  and  since  that  date  no  informa¬ 
tion  in  respect  to  the  type  of  pollution  measured  by  this  type 
of  instrument  is  available  for  this  area. 
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The  gauge  sited  in  Victoria  Park  is  the  one  most  seriously 
affected  within  the  Borough  boundary  by  grit  and  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  in  the  vicinity  of  this  gauge  receives  a  grit  deposit 
which  is  greater  by  half  than  the  next  most  heavily  polluted 
gauge  situated  at  Milverton. 

On  two  occasions  during  the  year  the  Victoria  Park 
gauge  received  the  dubious  honour  of  being  classified  within 
the  list  of  the  six  most  seriously  polluted  gauges  throughout 
the  County.  These  occasions  were  during  the  months  of 
January  and  May  when  the  gauge  classification  was  on  each 
occasion  No.  6. 

Compared  with  the  50  gauges  measuring  this  type  of 
pollution  throughout  the  County,  Victoria  Park  yielded  a 
yearly  tonnage  which  was  no  more  than  average,  whilst  the 
remaining  Borough  gauges  were  less  affected,  as  shown  in 
the  following  table  : — 


Gauge 

Yearly 

Monthly 

Site 

No. 

Tonnage 

Average 

Ratios 

Cubbington 

34 

31.1  Tons* 

5.2  Tons 

1.0 

Victoria  Park 

35 

132.2  Tons 

11.0  Tons 

2.1 

Milverton 

36 

87.7  Tons 

7.3  Tons 

1.4 

Leamington  Cemetery  ... 
County  average 

37 

66.0  Tons 

5.5  Tons 

1.1 

(50  gauges) 

132.3  Tons 

11.0  Tons 

*These  results  for  a  six-monthly  period  only,  January  to  June  inclusive. 


From  the  ratio  table,  members  will  observe  that  the 
Victoria  Park  area  suffers  about  twice  the  nuisance  value 
from  this  type  of  pollution  as  the  Cubbington  and  Leaming¬ 
ton  Cemetery  areas. 

The  most  polluted  gauge  in  the  County  during  1961 
collected  some  370  Tons  of  Grit  and  the  gauge  least  affected 
only  50  Tons  annually,  which  should  assist  in  interpreting 
the  annual  results  from  the  local  gauges. 

The  atmosphere  contains  many  specific  types  of  pollu¬ 
tant,  the  assessment  of  which  calls  forth  the  utmost  resources 
of  a  modern  laboratory  with  its  array  of  expensive  physical 
equipment.  During  the  past  year  the  substance  fluoride  has 
been  vehemently  discussed,  especially  in  drinking  water  and 
particularly  in  relation  to  prevention  of  dental  caries.  We 
have  commenced  an  investigation  into  the  level  of  this 
material — not  in  the  drinking  water  which  we  constantly 
undertake — but  as  contaminating  the  atmosphere  and  as 
collected  by  the  Rainwater  in  Deposit  Gauges. 
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Although  our  investigation  is  still  in  its  infancy  the 
results  forthcoming  already  point  to  the  fact  that  the  fluoride 
level  in  the  Rainwater  collected  by  the  gauge  at  Victoria 
Park  is  at  least  twice  that  of  the  remaining  gauges  within  the 
Borough,  and  at  a  level  which  may  not  be  without  signifi¬ 
cance. 

Lead  Peroxide  Instruments 

Four  instruments  of  this  type  have  been  operating 
during  the  past  twelve  months  trapping  the  irritating  sulphur 
gases  contained  in  the  atmosphere  by  means  of  the  active 
chemical  peroxide  of  lead  ;  and  furnishing  a  means  of 
evaluating  monthly  the  pollution  load  in  the  areas  monitored. 

Once  again  the  atmosphere  least  affected  by  this  con¬ 
taminant  proved  to  be  in  the  Milverton  area  but  this  year  the 
difference  between  this  site  and  that  of  the  Leamington 
Cemetery  is  insignificant. 

Reverting  to  the  pattern  of  1959  the  atmosphere  at 
Cubbington  is  the  more  seriously  polluted  of  all  the  sites 
within  the  Borough  and  during  the  month  of  December  was 
subject  to  the  heaviest  incidence  of  the  year.  Values  for  the 
year  at  each  station,  together  with  the  monthly  average  and 
the  month  of  the  year  when  the  greatest  burden  of  sulphur 
gas  was  experienced  are  set  forth  in  the  Table  below  : — 


Site 

Yearly 

Load 

Monthly 

Average 

Worst  Month 
and  Value 

Cubbington 

12.50  mgms. 

1.04  mgms. 

Dec. 

1.88  mgms. 

Victoria  Park 

11.01  mgms. 

0.92  mgms. 

Jan. 

1.82  mgms. 

Milverton 

9.57  mgms. 

0.80  mgms. 

Dec. 

1.65  mgms. 

Leamington 

Cemetery 

9.92  mgms. 

0.83  mgms. 

Dec. 

1.60  mgms. 

County  Average 

13.82  mgms. 

1.15  mgms. 

Dec. 

2.01  mgms. 

Excepting  for  Leamington  Cemetery  area  when  the 
month  of  September  was  the  month  least  affected  by  sulphur 
gas  pollution,  all  other  gauges  registered  their  lowest  values 
during  the  month  of  August  with  values  in  the  region  of  0.30 
milligrams. 

Daily  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Gas  Evaluation 

In  my  Report  for  1900  my  concluding  remarks  made 
reference  to  the  average  daily  smoke  value  of  4.58  milligrams 
for  1960,  and  I  mentioned  that  only  the  following  twelve 
months  would  determine  whether  this  reduction  of  some  ten 
per  cent,  over  the  value  for  1959  was  attributable  to  the 
efforts  of  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  or  to  the 
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vagaries  of  the  English  weather.  The  value  forthcoming  for 
the  period  under  review  is  51.1  micrograms  per  cubic  metre 
per  day  which  is  in  fact  an  increase  of  nearly  12  per  cent, 
over  last  year's  value. 

Once  again  it  behoves  me  to  make  reference  to  the  value 
of  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council  and  the  usefulness  of 
results  forthcoming  from  this  composite  body  in  an  attempt 
to  evaluate  one’s  own. 

The  average  daily  increase  in  smoke  for  the  County 
during  1961  compared  with  1960  is  some  40  per  cent.,  which 
should  enable  members  to  more  readily  appreciate  the  smoke 
increase  within  the  Borough  boundary. 

Reference  to  the  Table  below  which  sets  forth  the  daily 
average  values  for  Smoke  obtaining  at  the  Warwickshire 
College  for  Further  Education  will  reveal  the  familiar  pattern 
of  smoke  pollution  which  we  have  come  to  recognise,  the 
upsurge  commencing  in  October  each  year. 

SMOKE  1961  Month 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12 

Daily  Average  80  50  80  50  32  21  7  14  26  45  92  116 

Smoke  Values 

Results  expressed  as  Microgrammes/Cubic  Metre/Day 

To  more  readily  appreciate  these  values  each  may  be 
related  as  a  percentage  of  the  yearly  average  daily  value  of 
51.1  microgrames  when  the  monthly  variations  as  set  forth 
in  the  Table  below  are  obtained  : — 

SMOKE  1961  Month 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12 

Monthly  Daily 
Mean  expressed 

as  a  percentage  156  98  156  98  63  41  14  27  51  88  180  227 

of  yearly  daily 

mean. 

The  smoke  values  evaluated  for  the  months  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  December  and  January  are  perceptibly  greater  than  the 
corresponding  months  of  1960,  and  additionally  it  may  be 
observed  that  November  and  January  are  the  two  months 
when  the  smoke  expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the  year’s 
average  was  in  1961  much  enhanced  compared  with  1960. 

On  19th  December,  1961,  the  Borough  suffered  its 
greatest  nuisance  from  smoke  pollution  and  during  this  day 
each  cubic  metre  of  air  was  polluted  by  no  less  than  440 
micrograms  of  Smoke,  in  addition  to  365  micrograms  of 
Sulphur  Gas.  These  values  are  some  sixty  times  more  intense 
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than  the  pollution  experienced  on  an  average  J  uly  day.  The 
cause  of  this  increase  is  readily  forthcoming  when  one  con¬ 
sults  the  weather  records,  which  for  the  night  of  17th  Decem¬ 
ber  records  “  Fog  ”  for  the  first  occasion  during  the  Winter. 
December  18th  was  “  foggy  in  the  forenoon — a  cold  day 
with  thick  fog  during  the  evening  ”  resulting  in  the  values 
for  pollution  as  set  forth.  On  December  21st  the  atmosphere 
was  only  slightly  less  polluted  with  smoke,  yielding  a  value 
of  403  micrograms  per  cubic  metre  of  air,  but  the  sulphur 
gas  value  rose  to  510  micrograms — a  value  three  and  a  half 
times  more  intense  than  the  average  December  day  and 
about  ten  times  worse  than  the  air  breathed  on  an  average 
July  day. 

Correlation  of  conditions  during  this  period  and  the 
incidence  of  doctors’  consultations  or  perhaps  prescriptions 
dispensed  might  prove  a  useful  exercise  in  evaluating  the 
effects  of  atmospheric  pollution,  particularly  on  the  very 
young  or /and  the  aged. 

Sulphur  gas  evaluations  performed  daily  at  the  Mid- 
Warwickshire  College  of  Further  Education  have  yielded 
an  average  daily  value  over  the  year  of  90.6  micrograms 
which  values  compares  with  88.2  micrograms  obtained 
throughout  the  thirty  four  stations  operating  within  the 
County. 

The  monthly  values  obtained  are  as  set  forth  in  the 
Table  below  : — 

1961  SULPHUR  GASES 

Month 

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12 

Daily 

Average  Results 

Sulphur  126  100  83  89  68  66  Void  53  39  75  148  150 

Gas  Values. 

Micrograms  per  cubic  metre  air/day. 

The  daily  mean  for  each  month  when  expressed  as  a 
percentage  of  the  year’s  daily  mean  shows  the  pattern  of 
fluctuation  for  this  type  of  pollution  and  such  values  are 
shown  in  the  Table  below  : — 

1961  Sulphur  Gases 

Month 

123456  7  89  10  11  12 

Monthly 
Daily  mean 

expressed  Results 

as  a  139  110  92  98  75  73  void  58  43  83  163  166 

percentage 
of  year’s 
daily  mean. 
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Sulphur  gas  reduction  in  the  County  compared  with 
19(50  values  was  some  84.6%  which  is  almost  identical  with 
the  reduction  over  the  same  period  within  the  Borough 
85.3%.  Seeking  an  explanation  for  this  reduction  one 
immediately  calls  to  mind  the  recession  suffered  by  industry 
during  part  of  the  year. 

Could  this  same  recession,  if  it  is  the  explanation,  be  also 
responsible  in  part  if  not  whole  for  explaining  the  increase  in 
domestic  smoke — would  domestic  fires  operate  more  fre¬ 
quently  when  male  folk  were  unemployed  ? 

In  concluding  this  report,  it  is  perhaps  pertinent  to 
draw  attention  to  an  aspect  of  atmospheric  pollution  which 
must  surely,  because  of  its  inconsideration  and  imbecility, 
irritate  each  and  every  one  of  its  victims,  and  I  refer  to  the 
offending  diesel  engined  vehicle  belching  its  continuous 
stream  of  poisonous  fumes  under  our  very  noses.  Man’s 
continuing  search  for  comfort  and  pleasure  has  poisoned  the 
air  we  breathe  but  the  progress  made  frequently  appears  in 
a  negative  direction  especially  when  the  health  of  the  popu¬ 
lace  is  weighed  in  the  balance.  Defining  health  may  not  be 
the  easiest  task  but  that  furnished  by  Lord  Cohen  is  one 
which  should  be  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  personnel  whose 
duty  it  is  to  ensure  that  our  sights  are  not  lowered — “  A 
state  of  complete  physical,  mental  and  social  wellbeing  and 
not  merely  the  absence  of  disease  or  deformity.” 

What  effect  on  health  has  the  prolonged  exposure  to 
small  amounts  of  air  pollutants  is  too  involved  a  question 
to  answer  except  in  the  words  of  the  old  English  proverb 
which  runs 

“  Lest  he  will  not  do  so  while  he  may, 

Afterwards,  when  he  at  last  will,  he  may  not.” 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  M.  LEWIS, 

City  Analyst. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  27th  November,  1960,  and 
provides  for  the  control  and  abatement  of  noise  and  vibra¬ 
tion.  Noise  and  vibration  caused  by  aircraft,  however,  are 
excluded. 
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The  local  authority  has  the  duty  of  causing  their  district 
to  be  inspected  to  ascertain  if  there  are  any  nuisances  from 
these  causes.  Where  these  are  considered  to  be  serious 
enough,  action  may  be  taken  as  if  they  were  Statutory 
Nuisances  under  Section  99  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Powers  are  also  contained  in  the  local  Bylaws  for  Good 
Rule  and  Government  for  dealing  with  certain  kinds  of  noise, 
the  majority  of  which  are  enforceable  by  the  Police  Authority. 

During  the  year,  that  is,  since  the  Act  came  into  force, 
29  complaints  have  been  received  and  investigated.  Many 
of  these  necessitated  more  than  one  visit,  often  late  in  the 
evening  and  occasionally  at  night.  These  complaints  fall 
under  the  following  headings  : — 


Machinery,  etc.  at  industrial  premises  ...  8 

Radios,  T.V.s  or  Juke  Boxes  ...  ...  ...  5 

Slamming  of  doors  ;  van,  car  or  other  ...  5 

Passing  heavy  lorries  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Singing  and  shouting  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Faulty  Fire-Alarm  bell  at  night  ...  ...  1 

Pigeons  cooing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Band  practice  by  Territorial  Cadets  ...  ...  1 

Flying  of  Model  Aircraft  ...  ...  ...  1 


Some  of  these  were  of  the  nature  of  “  private  ”  nuisances 
which  can  only  be  dealt  with  by  the  complainants  obtaining 
their  own  remedies. 


It  does  seem  that  far  more  attention  will  have  to  be  paid 
to  better  sound  insulation  in  dwelling-houses  and  flats, 
especially  as  regards  party-walls,  judging  by  the  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  complaints  concerning  the  operation  of  radios  and 
T.V.  sets  in  adjoining  houses. 

Complaints  of  shouting,  etc.,  door  slamming  and  noise 
from  heavy  lorries  had  been  reported  to  the  Police  ;  a  few 
others  were  of  a  temporary  character  only  and  soon  ceased 
in  any  case,  but  one  or  two  are  still  being  investigated. 

So  far,  no  formal  action  has  been  necessary. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

That  part  of  the  Shops  Act  which  concerns  Closing 
Hours,  Sunday  Trading  etc.,  is  dealt  with  by  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  his  Deputy. 
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During  the  year  observations  were  kept  on  shops  in 
connection  with  : — 

Weekly  half-holiday  —on  24  occasions 
Sunday  trading  — on  12  occasions 

General  Closing  hours  — on  9  occasions 

Local  Orders  require  shops  generally  to  be  closed  for 
the  weekly  half-holiday  on  either  Thursdays  or  Saturdays, 
with  certain  exceptions.  Some  shopkeepers,  new  to  the 
town,  were  found  to  be  closing  on  other  week-days  but,  after 
being  requested  to  do  so,  changed  either  to  a  Thursday  or 
Saturday  as  required  by  the  Orders  and  others  were  warned 
for  failing  to  exhibit  the  required  notices. 

As  in  previous  years  no  requests  were  received  for  the 
suspension  of  the  general  Closing  Hours  during  the  few  days 
before  Christmas,  consequently  the  local  authority  took  no 
action. 

ADMINISTRATION 

There  were  a  number  of  staff  changes  during  the  year. 
Mr.  P.  Arrowsmith  left  to  take  up  an  appointment  at  Carlisle 
and  after  advertising  the  vacancy  for  the  second  time,  we 
were  fortunate  in  obtaining  the  services  of  Mr.  R.  Chadd, 
who  has  proved  a  valuable  addition  to  the  staff. 

As  a  result  of  the  Council’s  postponement  of  the  Smoke 
Control  Areas  programme  Mr.  A.  H.  Stalworth  returned  to 
clerical  duties.  Mr.  J.  Bloomfield  was  appointed  as  a  General 
Assistant  with  special  responsibilities  for  rodent  control, 
disinfection  and  drain  testing,  which  he  has  performed  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner. 

Thanks  are  due  to  our  Public  Analysts,  Messrs.  R.  K. 
Chalmers  and  C.  N.  Grange,  who  continued  to  give  valuable 
advice  and  assistance  in  their  particular  field. 

In  thanking  every  member  of  the  staff  for  his  or  her 
loyalty  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year  I  would 
particularly  like  to  mention  my  deputy,  Mr.  F.  C.  Hills. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  continued  support  of  the  Area  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Dr.  F.  D.  M.  Livingstone  and  his  deputy,  and 
especially  that  of  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
Committee. 

A.  J.  SMITH, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Borough  Shops  Act  Inspector. 
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Table  I 


BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1961 
and  Previous  Years. 


Ybar. 

1 

Population  estimated  to  Middle 
w  of  each  Year. 

Births. 

N  ETT 
TO 

Deaths  belonging 
the  District. 

Nett. 

Under!  Year 
of  age. 

At  all  Ages. 

oj  Number. 

o 

vk 

D 

d 

fH 

O 

4 

y,  Number. 

Rate  per  1,000 

05  Nett  Births. 

<,  Number. 

ci 

P3 

8 

1952 

36.730 

601 

16.4 

13 

21.6 

461 

12.5 

1953 

37,390 

684 

18.3 

17 

24.9 

432 

11.6 

1954 

37,800 

640 

16.2 

16 

25.0 

455 

12.0 

1955 

37,950 

697 

18.4 

19 

27.2 

459 

12.1 

1956 

38,220 

793 

20.7 

18 

22.6 

456 

12.0 

1957 

38,940 

767 

19.4 

17 

23.6 

451 

11.6 

1958 

39,220 

825 

21.0 

19 

23.0 

433 

11.0 

1959 

39,450 

827 

21.0 

22 

26.6 

490 

12.4 

1960 

40,060 

847 

20.8 

11 

13.0 

477 

11.7 

1961 

42,500 

877 

20.6 

23 

26.2 

496 

11.7 

VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1961. 

England  and  Wales. 

Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1961. 


(Provisional  Figures ). 

Annual  Rate  per  1,000  Population. 

Live  Still  Births  Deaths  under 

Births.  per  Deaths,  one  year  to 
1,000  Births.  1,000  Births. 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  17.4  18.7  12.0  21.4 
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Table  II. 


BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year, 

1961. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all  Ages. 

Number  of  Cases  notified. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Total  cases  removed 

to  Hospital. 

Under  1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  45. 

45  to  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

Small-pox 

PlflfMie 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 

branous  Croup) 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

1 

Scarlet,  Fever 

13 

4 

9 

Typhus  Fever 

F.nt.erio  Fever 

Pneumonia. 

13 

1 

7 

5 

Malaria 

Dvsenterv 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

... 

1 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

... 

1 

I 

1 

Acute  Poliomvelitis  fincludins 

Polioencephalitis)  ... 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

3 

4 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Measles 

521 

14 

269 

235 

2 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

16 

3 

3 

5 

4 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Totals 

... 

580 

15 

276 

252 

6 

12 

13 

6 

2 
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Table  III. 

BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 
Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1961. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

MALES 

FEMALES 

1  Tuberculosis  respiratory  ... 

3 

— 

2  Tuberculosis  other 

— 

— 

3  Syphilitic  disease  ... 

I 

— 

4  Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

5  Whooping  cough  ... 

— 

— 

8  Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

8  Measles 

— 

— 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

3 

— 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

7 

6 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12 

2 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

10 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

4 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 
plasms 

20 

21 

16  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

1 

— 

16  Diabetes 

— 

2 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18 

39 

18  Coronary  disease, angina  ... 

53 

33 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

1 

20  Other  heart  disease  . 

17 

47 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

11 

20 

22  Influensa  ... 

8 

3 

23  Pneumonia 

15 

17 

24  Bronchitis  ... 

12 

8 

25  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ... 

1 

1 

20  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

2 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

3 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  . 

3 

— 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

4 

— 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion . 

— 

— 

31  Congenital  malformations 

2 

7 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

20 

2 

4 

34  All  other  accidents 

3 

13 

35  Suicide  . 

4 

4 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

All  Causes 

226 

270 

39 
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